Report: Bethune College COVID Squad

28th June, 2021

The country has been severely affected by the second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic. With
thousands of people being infected daily in our state itself, standing by people and helping them
is the need of the hour. Keeping such a thought in mind, the Bethune College COVID Squad
initiative was started under the banner of Students’ Activity Cell, Bethune College, on 28 April,
2021, with roughly twelve students from semesters four and six. We had started with the
purpose of providing help to the families of the students and staff of our college. However, as
the group expanded, it started to extend help to people from all over the state. Currently, the
group consists of 60 student volunteers and has been able to help almost 150 people till date
with help of all kind, from oxygen cylinders and hospital beds to food facilities and RTPCR
tests and lot more.
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OUR SERVICE IN A GLANCE

Covid Requisitions (Summary)

Sl. No. Facility Count
1 Ambulance 3
2 Blood 4
3 Food Facilities 12
4 Hospital Bed 74
5 Medicine 3
6 Oxygen Cylinder 38
7 Plasma 2
8 RT PCR Test 18

TESTIMONIALS OF VOLUNTEERS

Most of the students had no prior experience regarding the way things work in this field. Given
this, their efficiency is commendable. Our initiative is only two months old. However, we have
all learnt a lot in these few days. From fighting for a cylinder of oxygen along with the patients’
families to celebrating with them on their family member’s recovery, we have done it all. One
of our volunteers, Srestha Chakraborty, very beautifully pens down her personal experience.
She says:

“My experience regarding volunteering in this pandemic is something that changed the vision of my life.
Never did | realize that | would be crying for the death of somebody whom | don't even know for not
being able to provide hospital beds and oxygen. This feeling is not only applicable for me but happens
to every covid volunteer for sure. Our work was entirely based on virtual ground. At times | even had the
helpless feeling of not being able to work 'on-ground' because few cases were in extremely desperate
situations. While on the other hand, when my team was successful in providing leads to the patient party
and as a result when we used to receive the news of that person to be in a good condition, my team
hardly realized that they had actually helped to get others' lives back. Coming to the unity of my team,
| am really blessed to work with these priceless souls and will be treasuring this memory which | had
made these days.

As a student of Bethune College, | am really proud that my respected Professors and a few of our seniors
have taken this wonderful initiative to help people in these distressing times and am grateful to be a
part of this inspiring team. | pay my owe to our respected Principal Ma’am for her continuous support
and motivation which acted as a stimulating dose in our work.

Thank You.”

Indeed we have slept with tears in our eyes. We have prayed for the speedy recovery of some



stranger who we’ve never seen in our life, neither will we probably. We have cried over the
unfortunate loss of some stranger.

We have also seen the evil side of human nature during these days. We have seen oxygen
cylinders being sold at sky-high prices, lifesaving drugs like Remdisivir being hoarded and
hospital beds costing at prices which can push families into poverty. However, as Susan
Gospell has said, “There is good and there is bad in every human heart, and it is the struggle of life to
conquer the bad with the good”, we grew stronger than ever before. We learnt how to fight against
all odds and stand by those who needed us. Oindrila Mitra, a sixth semester student of the
English Department and one of our volunteers, beautifully mentions all these in her short
writeup on her experience in these few days.

“The Voice of another Internet Warrior...

At the heart of the Covid-19 Pandemic when the entire Country witnessed a doubling in the number of
Covid Cases we have seen a wave of solidarity across the World. Being a Student of Bethune College |
started off my day by verifying and forwarding leads for Oxygen Cylinders, Concentrators, ICU Beds,
Food and Blood Banks! Equipped with just smartphones and an internet connection, me and my squad
made an attempt to cut through the dark and thus, mobilized our efforts and channeled our time to seek
forvarious resources for those battling with COVID-19! While responding to the calls and messages was
becoming increasingly difficult, figuring out what ICU bed is required for a particular oxygen saturation
level with absolutely no resources backing was fretful!

Also, the grievances lodged against the selling of Oxygen Cylinders at exorbitant prices, the
illegal hoarding of drugs like Remdisivir and Tocilizumab and extortion of a huge sum of money from
the patient’s party for a cure in the midst of Pandemic further augmented my worries after a
certain point of time!

And now when the desperate pleas for Oxygen Cylinders and our sleepless nights have lessened,

I realized that by Volunteering | undertook a transformational journey where one travels an extra mile
to extend a helping hand to others.”

Technology has indeed been a blessing in disguise for all of us. With a smartphone in hand
and an internet connection to support us, the amount of help that we have been able to impart
Is satisfying at times. To be able to save even one life has put smiles of pride on our faces
and given us a night’s sleep of immense peace. Dhrubaa Roy Chowdhury’s writeup on her
experience gives us a perfect insight into each of our feelings during these days.

“Volunteering for Covid

Being a Covid Volunteer is a tall order. Waking up every morning with calls and texts from troubled and
exhausted people who are in dire need of an oxygen cylinder, for their family and friends is a tough row
to hoe. During the past several weeks, we got plenty of calls from people, looking for aid and it was
difficult to hold back tears as they narrated the horrifying situation they were facing during the ongoing
pandemic and the medical emergency crisis.

With our limited resources, we tried our best to help every person who reached out to us. The hardest
part of it all was turning down requests. When someone told us how they called several oxygen suppliers
or hospitals, only to be turned down, it took us everything within ourselves to tell them that we are



helpless. Days of a Covid Volunteer are coloured with morbid news. But, when we hear the relieved voice
of the person who we were able to help, it rejuvenates us. It means a lot to know that we could do
something to save at least one life out of the thousand ailing ones and it motivates us to tackle the
coming hurdles with a renewed spirit.

Experiences are seldom happy for us. | remember that night when | was helplessly trying to contact
hospitals, looking for an ICU bed for my friend’s aunt, only to hear that she took her last breath the
following morning. | think about that poor family, who couldn’t afford an oxygen cylinder for their
grandfather as it cost them their entire year’s earnings. | remember telling a fellow volunteer, “IT COSTS
RS.75, 000 TO BREATHE!” In such situations, all | could do was stare at the increasing number of daily
cases and pray for better days.

However at the end of the day, even if | can save one, | sleep peacefully at night, though | know |
couldn’t save so many others. And the image of smiling faces of people after their dear ones are
recovering is a constant encouragement for us to continue with our volunteering purpose.”

Dhrubaa is a second semester student from the Department of Botany and one of our volunteers.
We end this report with an amazing writeup by Srijani Das, a fourth semester student from the
History Department.
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A FEW WORDS FROM BETHUNE COLLEGE STUDENTS’ COMMITTEE

We initially started with providing various kinds of help to those related to our college.
However, as the group started to grow, we were able to extend help to people from all over
the state, whether or not related to Bethune College. We have been able to help as many as
116 people from all over the state. From oxygen cylinders and hospital beds to food facilities
and RTCPR tests, we have been able to extend help of all kinds.

Having started as a small group of around twelve members, it is a matter of immense delight
for us to state that as of now, we have as many as sixty members in our group.

We would like to thank the college authorities for their constant support. We express our
heartfelt thanks to our principal Prof. (Dr.) Krishna Roy for allowing us to start this initiative.
We would also like to express our gratitude to Dr. Satarupa Bandopadhyay, Convenor, SAC,
for her constant support.



We are confident that we will be able to help more and more people in need. Having said
that, we sincerely hope that we will see a pandemic-free world in the near future, where such
help will not be necessary anymore.

COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE LIST

COVID REQUISITIONS

Date 5L No. Requisitis Name Area Name ituati Case related to Bethune ?
1 Empty oxygen cylinder Barsa Das Beleghata Riddhi Mukherjee Resolved Yes
2 Test Hushand °fm’:‘:‘; ;‘,P::'i:"’;;' Teacher, Dumdum Riddhi Mukherjee Resolved Yes
3 Hospital Bed Samata Ma'an's conncetion Srijani Das Resolved Yes
4 Hospital Bed Amita Kar Malams contact Bangur Riddhi Mukherjee Resolved Yes
5 Hospital bed Reishika Ghosh Hindmotor Utiarpara Riddhi Mukherjce Resolved
6 Oxygen cylinder Sravani Datta Jodhpur Park fjani Das Resolved
29.04.2021 7 RTPCR Shinjini Baguihati Srijani Das Resolved
8 Hospital Bed Soumi Beleghata Srijani Das Resolved
9 Oxygen cylinder Sathgachi (Dumdum) Adrija Sadhukhan Resolved
10 Faod facilities Mall Road (Dumdurm) Adrija Sadhukhan Resolved
1 RTPCR Debadrita Chatterjee Resolved
12 Hospital bed Bengali PG Student Baranagar Srijani Das Resolved Yes
= rest Megha Mira 10, Rsjbazan Lane Vivchaands Paly, PACD Road Seijani Des Resolved
[ Oreygen help Fasha Das Dumdum Oindila Dey Resolved
15 Snchatrika Das Bammsat Srijani Das Resolved
16 Debosree Durgapur Srijani Das Resolved
I Sumitra Sarkar Boral garia Srijani Das, Meghadrita Scal Resolved
18 Triya Chatterjee Chuchura Meghadrita Seal Resolved
19 Faod facilities Avipsha Chakraborty 81, Panchanantala Road Bally Howrah, 711201 Ayantika Mishra Resolved
0 Oxygen cylinder Madhumita Chakraborty Beliaghata Barsa Das Resolved
2 Oxygen supply Chandrayee Das Baranagar Debadrita Chatterjee Resolved
30.04.2021 n Food facilities Debioderpa B“‘““:‘f‘;’ﬁ- from Psychology Bally Manjima Das, Ayantika Mishra Resolved Yes
23 Oxygen cylinder Suchisubhra Chatterjce Mukundapur Oindrila Dey Resolved
u Hospital Bed Decpshikha Kedia Kolkata Barsa Das Resolved
25 Hospital Bed Anaranya Pacl Burdwan Barsa Das Resolved
2% Telemedicine Soptora Das Bamackpore Barsa Das Resolved
2 Faod facilitics SDG Maam Salt Lake Riddhi Mukherjce, Ayantika Mishra | Resolved Yes
28 | Hospital bediambulance/oxygen Chemistry HOD Ma'am Beleghata Riddhi Mukherjce Resolved Yes
342 jessore Road, LIC Building, 3rd floor, flat no
2 Food facilitics SR ma'am { Pol scicnce department) TAB, Lake Town Jczsore Roed croming, Kolkats Ayantika Mishra Resolved Yes
o
30 Hospital bed Priyanka Adhikari Uttarpara Meghadrita Scal Resolved
31 Oxygen Kaveri Haridevpur Oiindrila Dey Resolved
32 Hospital Bed “Arghya Ghosh Khardaha Barsa Das Resolved
3 Food facilitics Avipsha Chal (UG Sem 4, Psychology) 81, Road, B Manjima Das Resolved Yes
34 RTPCR Bhubancswar Dey Dumbum Meghadrita Scal Resolved
35 Hospital bed Poulomi Purba Midnapur Adrija Sadhukhan Resolved Yes
sz | 3 Hospital bed Amardeep Jaggi Meghadrita Scal Resolved
37 Faod facilitics Soumashroe Mukhrjce Behala Oindrila Dey Resolved Yes
38 Onygen eylinder Aniali Maisal Dumdum Kankana Bhatiacharya Resolved Yes
3 Oxygen eylinder Mohor ~ 93/3/10b, Hari ghosh sircet, kolkata - 06 Avushi Dey Resolved Yes
an RTPCR AKD Sif """‘"t;:"“m ,:’:_:_u"l';"m";"“' " Ayushi Dey Resolveil Ya
4 Chygen St appleaable [yes——— Chsaleila Dy Resoboedd
4 Cygen Kamal Charsdre Masdal Syt Tarstms Muksenpee Resobocad
4 RTPCR Sayasian Bamcr o - Chsakila Dy Resabvedd
H Chygen Moisuih Maanacsana Lakeioran lazara Muksones Risedved
a20d 3001 41 1pesl bod Poegrasnt kaky Kasha U hndnila [y Risedwed
A I bospiai bpd 01 ypars v patiomt (LA AR SRS coRngeToal Kolcs Huckiia Mukarjor, Aysshi Dy Rsatvid ¥m
ar RTPCR SH Ma'am's gonmegiion K arumamorypg (Salt |Laki) Ayushi Dy Rasedvrd Yieu
a6 | Owygen cylinsder, Hospital bed S18 Malurs commeciion T Hanpur Avesue, Kolkata-33 Ayushi Dy Risoived Vs
A Hospeal bexd raagayan Sengupia Sryani Das Resodved
s RTPCR Bl Adkipa Resobvd
5 s Fuash Mubhjes ‘Mledica Kol Tanka Mukherjos Resbved
52 ot Pssh Gitusili Kirkani Bhaticharyi Resalved
5 KTACR Erchaeri hla'smis comace bl Roaddb Slukbamee Rewshved Yo
4 Chygen Mranbo Chandr Sl ke Kankasa fhaachena Reobvod
L1} KTPCR Mowdrha Krihranagar Chndila Dy Rewobvod
5% Chygen Seohiom (aowwame Barmackpon: Oendnils Ssirs Kewobvod
o808 302 5T lospes] hod M ohurcdaper Oendnils Slsirs Kewobvod
ik Ouypm cylmder Lakeioran COnradnils Slstrs Kesadvod
" Food tailmams e kg Cnnadnla Resadved
@ RTRCR: Barmsat, colomy more, 231 Subhush Masdn Anssya Ghosh Reselved
6l Onygen Cylimer Somarprat Oteill Mitra Resolved
2 Hlopuial Bod Diarua Seupeispecaliy Hospital, Costas Seai Disa -
Al Blrpetal Do Abadal Foad hohimd ndun hoarsaag |lams Sruan s Kesadvod Yeu
o Cavid test Vishakha Khanna Baguiati Barsa Das Resolved
65 Onygen Aarjesh Rakshit Baranagar Sananda Bhattacharjce Resalved
66 Oxygen cylinder Nipun Ray Madhyamgram Ananya Ghosh Resolved
61 Hospital bed in Barasat Sayantika Chatterjee Barasat Oindrila Mitra Resolved
6 Onygen cylinden Suila Dy Ultadlanga Kuankares Blustiaclussya Rewlved
04052021 | 88 |Oxyen cylinder and hospital Bed Shyamal Das Moitra Kolkata Barsa Das Resolved
k0 Hospital bed Akshit Baranagar Oindrila Dey Resalved
kil 02 leads Trishita Barakpur Srijani Das Resalved
k2 Covid Test follawup Debarri Ma'am Behala Riddhi Resolved
7 Medicine leads Rilcena Samyal Ricdhi Resolved
4 A+ Blood Srocja Nandi Oindrila Mitra Resolved
7 Oxygen cylinder Mala Podder Bamsat Bars Das Resolved Yes
% Food facilitics Jincya Dey, Manomita Sarkar Ayantika Mishra Resolved Yes
77 Home collection of RT CPR Amrita Hagehi Eden Elegantc, Block 2, flat 1B, 847 Madurdaha, Kol Ayantika Mishra Resolved Yes
05052021 | g Home delivery of faod Dipanwita Barua Vill Rsjchandrapur Baruapars.po Ghosh pars ally. Ayantika Mishra Resalved Yes
o somtrebtire | DM G e | Ttz |
80 Onxygen cylinder Tithi Dicbnath D Durm Gindirla Mitra Resolved
06.05.2021 81 Hospital bed Souptik Mallick | Tchala | Srijita Hazra [ Resolved | No




82 Orygen C Meghmala Sonarpur Oindrila Mitra Resolved
83 1CU Bed Srija Nandi Barmackpore Oindrila Mitra Resolved No
84 Oxygen supply Rajiv koyek Al over kolkata Srestha Chakraborty Resolved No
& Urgent Ambulance Shatarupa Chatterjee ‘Baranagar, Kutighat Dhrubaa Roy Chowdhury Resolved No
07.05.2021 86 RIPCR NB Ma'am Santoshpur Riddhi Resolved Yes
87 Ventilator Shubhash Shom Oindrila Dey Resolved Yes
8 Oivven evlinder Manmita lessore Road Resnlued Ves
89 1CU bed NA Baguihati Resolved No
90 Hospital bed Nabira Saleh Kolkata Ayushi Dey Resolved Yes
019,05 2021 91 02 cylinder Prof SR Ultodanga """“:")i:n f;ﬁ;a:\';::;“:h:”m Resolved Ves
10.05.2021 92 Plasma Shibshankar Acharya Revive Hospital Meghadrita Scal Resolved
93 Hospital bed required Arpita Sen Rabindra Sarobar Kankana Bhattacharya Resolved No
k2l ICU beds Arpita Sen's family Kolkata Riddha Resolved Yes
95 21CU Beds Saplarshi Sen Barrackpore Oindrila Mitra Resolved No
11.05.2021 9% Plasma A+ Anusha Mukherjee Kalyani Oindrila Mitra Resolved
97 Medicines delivery Poulami Ranaghat Oindrila Mitra Resolved
9§ Oxygen cylinder Aindrila Laketown Oindrila Resolved No
9 Oxygen cylinder Rishav Banerjee Shiwangini Banerjce Resolved Yes
9 Hospital bed Aditya Sodepur Manjistha Dutta Resolved No
16052021 | 100 Hospital bed Biswanath Mukherjee Howrah Oindrila Dey Resolved Yes
101 Oxygen Saswati Banerjee Behala Resolved No
17052021 | 102 Oxygen Saptashi Chatterjee Manikiala Snjita Hazra Resolved Yes
103 B Blsod Paromita Debnath Behala Oindrila Mitra Rezolved No
104 ICU Bed in Kolkata Sayantika Chatterjee Noapara Oindrila Mitra Resolved No
105 AB+ Blood Rumpa Chakraborty Kalyam Oindrila Mitra Resolved No
s | 10 ICU Bed Kakoli Sen Barmackpore Oindrila Mitra Resolved No
107 Food for Covid Patients Anushka Baneriee Kanchrapara Oindrila Mitra Resolved No
108 Doarstep Food Delivery Samwedha Sen Baguihati Oindrila Resolved No
109 1CU Bed in Kolkata Sparsha Kolkata Oindrila Mitra Resolved No
10 Ambulance Services. Sandecp Kumar Dumdum Oindrila Mitra Resolved No
1 ICU Bed for Relative Subhashish Majumdar Duttapukur Oindrila Mitra Resolved No
. 12 Oxygen Cylinder in Garia Archita Roy Sodepur Oindrila Mitra Resolved No
20052020 13 ICU Bed Patient's Relative Kolkata Anoushka and Oindrila Mitra Resolved No
114 1CU Bed for Relative Tuthagata Das Nagerbazar Oindrila Mitra Resolved
23052021 | 115 RTPCR Test at Home Dr. Debaling Banerjee VIP Bazar Oindrila Dey and Oindrila Mitra Resolved Yes
25052021 | 116 Covid test Ruby Dasgupta Garia Manjistha Dutta Resolved No

FLYERS

HOW CAN WE HELP YOU?

These are the leads we are providing, however, looking at the present situation we need

affirmation from your side too if your case is genuine. Thus, under every lead, we have

mentioned the specifications we need from your side
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REPORT PREPARED BY

e Riddhi Mukherjee, General Secretary, BCSC (Semester 6, Department of Economics)
e Ayushi Dey, Assistant General Secretary (Science), BCSC (Semester 4, Department of
Computer Science)
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