
Report: Bethune College COVID Squad 

28th June, 2021 

The country has been severely affected by the second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic. With 

thousands of people being infected daily in our state itself, standing by people and helping them 

is the need of the hour. Keeping such a thought in mind, the Bethune College COVID Squad 

initiative was started under the banner of Students’ Activity Cell, Bethune College, on 28 April, 

2021, with roughly twelve students from semesters four and six. We had started with the 

purpose of providing help to the families of the students and staff of our college. However, as 

the group expanded, it started to extend help to people from all over the state. Currently, the 

group consists of 60 student volunteers and has been able to help almost 150 people till date 

with help of all kind, from oxygen cylinders and hospital beds to food facilities and RTPCR 

tests and lot more. 
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OUR SERVICE IN A GLANCE 

 

 
 

 

TESTIMONIALS OF VOLUNTEERS 

 

Most of the students had no prior experience regarding the way things work in this field. Given 

this, their efficiency is commendable. Our initiative is only two months old. However, we have 

all learnt a lot in these few days. From fighting for a cylinder of oxygen along with the patients’ 

families to celebrating with them on their family member’s recovery, we have done it all. One 

of our volunteers, Srestha Chakraborty, very beautifully pens down her personal experience. 

She says: 

 

 

“My experience regarding volunteering in this pandemic is something that changed the vision of my life. 

Never did I realize that I would be crying for the death of somebody whom I don't even know for not 

being able to provide hospital beds and oxygen. This feeling is not only applicable for me but happens 

to every covid volunteer for sure. Our work was entirely based on virtual ground. At times I even had the 

helpless feeling of not being able to work 'on-ground' because few cases were in extremely desperate 

situations. While on the other hand, when my team was successful in providing leads to the patient party 

and as a result when we used to receive the news of that person to be in a good condition, my team 

hardly realized that they had actually helped to get others' lives back. Coming to the unity of my team, 

I am really blessed to work with these priceless souls and will be treasuring this memory which I had 

made these days. 

As a student of Bethune College, I am really proud  that my respected Professors and a few of our seniors 
have taken this wonderful initiative to help people in these distressing times and am grateful to be a 
part of this inspiring team. I pay my owe to our respected Principal Ma’am for her continuous support 
and motivation which acted as a stimulating dose in our work. 

Thank You.” 

 
 
Indeed we have slept with tears in our eyes. We have prayed for the speedy recovery of some 



stranger who we’ve never seen in our life, neither will we probably. We have cried over the 

unfortunate loss of some stranger. 

We have also seen the evil side of human nature during these days. We have seen oxygen 

cylinders being sold at sky-high prices, lifesaving drugs like Remdisivir being hoarded and 

hospital beds costing at prices which can push families into poverty. However, as Susan 

Gospell has said, “There is good and there is bad in every human heart, and it is the struggle of life to 

conquer the bad with the good”, we grew stronger than ever before. We learnt how to fight against 

all odds and stand by those who needed us.  Oindrila Mitra, a sixth semester student of the 

English Department and one of our volunteers, beautifully mentions all these in her short 

writeup on her experience in these few days. 

 

 
“The Voice of another Internet Warrior...  

At the heart of the Covid-19 Pandemic when the entire Country witnessed a doubling in the number of 
Covid Cases we have seen a wave of solidarity across the World. Being a Student of Bethune College I 
started off my day by verifying and forwarding leads for Oxygen Cylinders, Concentrators, ICU Beds, 
Food and Blood Banks! Equipped with just smartphones and an internet connection, me and my squad 
made an attempt to cut through the dark and thus, mobilized our efforts and channeled our time to seek 
for various resources for those battling with COVID-19!  While responding to the calls and messages was 
becoming increasingly difficult, figuring out what ICU bed is required for a particular oxygen saturation 
level with absolutely no resources backing was fretful!   

Also, the grievances lodged against the selling of Oxygen Cylinders at exorbitant prices, the 
illegal hoarding of drugs like Remdisivir and Tocilizumab and extortion of a huge sum of money from 
the patient’s party for a cure in the midst of Pandemic further augmented my worries after a 
certain point of time!   

And now when the desperate pleas for Oxygen Cylinders and our sleepless nights have lessened, 
I realized that by Volunteering I undertook a transformational journey where one travels an extra mile 
to extend a helping hand to others.” 
 

 
Technology has indeed been a blessing in disguise for all of us. With a smartphone in hand 

and an internet connection to support us, the amount of help that we have been able to impart 

is satisfying at times. To be able to save even one life has put smiles of pride on our faces 

and given us a night’s sleep of immense peace. Dhrubaa Roy Chowdhury’s writeup on her 

experience gives us a perfect insight into each of our feelings during these days.  
 

“Volunteering for Covid 

 

Being a Covid Volunteer is a tall order. Waking up every morning with calls and texts from troubled and 
exhausted people who are in dire need of an oxygen cylinder, for their family and friends is a tough row 
to hoe. During the past several weeks, we got plenty of calls from people, looking for aid and it was 
difficult to hold back tears as they narrated the horrifying situation they were facing during the ongoing 
pandemic and the medical emergency crisis. 

With our limited resources, we tried our best to help every person who reached out to us. The hardest 
part of it all was turning down requests. When someone told us how they called several oxygen suppliers 
or hospitals, only to be turned down, it took us everything within ourselves to tell them that we are 



helpless. Days of a Covid Volunteer are coloured with morbid news.  But, when we hear the relieved voice 
of the person who we were able to help, it rejuvenates us. It means a lot to know that we could do 
something to save at least one life out of the thousand ailing ones and it motivates us to tackle the 
coming hurdles with a renewed spirit. 

Experiences are seldom happy for us. I remember that night when I was helplessly trying to contact 
hospitals, looking for an ICU bed for my friend’s aunt, only to hear that she took her last breath the 
following morning. I think about that poor family, who couldn’t afford an oxygen cylinder for their 
grandfather as it cost them their entire year’s earnings. I remember telling a fellow volunteer, “IT COSTS 
RS.75, 000 TO BREATHE!” In such situations, all I could do was stare at the increasing number of daily 
cases and pray for better days. 

However at the end of the day, even if I can save one, I sleep peacefully at night, though I know I 

couldn’t save so many others. And the image of smiling faces of people after their dear ones are 

recovering is a constant encouragement for us to continue with our volunteering purpose.” 

Dhrubaa is a second semester student from the Department of Botany and one of our volunteers. 

We end this report with an amazing writeup by Srijani Das, a fourth semester student from the 

History Department. 

 



 

 

 

 

A FEW WORDS FROM BETHUNE COLLEGE STUDENTS’ COMMITTEE 

 

We initially started with providing various kinds of help to those related to our college. 

However, as the group started to grow, we were able to extend help to people from all over 

the state, whether or not related to Bethune College. We have been able to help as many as 

116 people from all over the state. From oxygen cylinders and hospital beds to food facilities 

and RTCPR tests, we have been able to extend help of all kinds.  

Having started as a small group of around twelve members, it is a matter of immense delight 

for us to state that as of now, we have as many as sixty members in our group.  

We would like to thank the college authorities for their constant support. We express our 

heartfelt thanks to our principal Prof. (Dr.) Krishna Roy for allowing us to start this initiative. 

We would also like to express our gratitude to Dr. Satarupa Bandopadhyay, Convenor, SAC, 

for her constant support. 



We are confident that we will be able to help more and more people in need. Having said 

that, we sincerely hope that we will see a pandemic-free world in the near future, where such 

help will not be necessary anymore. 
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