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After Europe had it’s rebirth culturally, artistically, politically and economically from
14th Century to 17th Century, it was time for Bengal to face its ' rebirth ' in India in the
19th Century. Throughout the period of East India Company rule in India, there were
calls for greater power for Indians. This brought many intellectuals, who finally shaped
the famed nineteenth century Bengali Renaissance. But the main role was played by Raja
Rammohan Roy, considered as the “Father of the Bengal Renaissance”, without whom it
was really impossible to imagine any movement. There were many other great names
involved with the movement like Rabindranath Tagore who brought some efficient
changes. Other great personalities or reformers like Ramakrishna, Kadambini Ganguly,
also played crucial role in the upliftment of Bengal Renaissance. There were
establishments of education institutions and missionaries. Education was believed to be
necessary in reversing the apparent moral decline. Some of the oldest modern
educational institution in Asia was built like Presidency
University of present day. Bengal Renaissance also had its implications on female
education and thus Bethune School was founded in 1849, then called as Calcutta Female
School. Later it was renamed after it’s founder, John Elliot Drinkwater Bethune in 1862-
63 and Bethune College, the first women’s college in India was developed.

Being extremely proud of the given history of our college, we, the students of 4th and 6th
Semester of History Department have come together to express our gratitude through
our Wall Magazine “Kothachitro”. It is very important to mention the hard work of the

students that made this magazine a success. Now let’s take a venture together to witness

the world of Bengal and the creativity that took place.
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Printing Press In Bengal
Tanima Mukherjee, Semester 4.

Sir William Jones had famously remarked that “printing is dear at Calcutta” and
“the compositors in this country are shamefully inaccurate.” The digital media is
currently ruling the whole world. A change was brought through the invention of printing
press. A change which cannot be ignored in any case. Print media, over time, has helped
in sharing a lot of information. It help us everyday. It gives us a picture of the outside
world. A world where we cannot reach. In past, common people were mostly uneducated
as there were a limited number of books available. But this invention helped us to
overcome that boundary.

In the last quarter of the 18th Century, Calcutta grew into the first major
centre of commercial and government printing. The first printing press in Bengal was that
of a Mr. Andrews at Hooghly was created in 1778. Shaw emphasizes how the early phase
of printing in Calcutta marked a transition between print culture and a culture that
depended on a race of scribes. Miles Ogborn explains how the East India Company
introduced printing not simply to facilitate trade, but more importantly to consolidate the
empire. Shaw traces the name of forty printers in and around Calcutta in the period of
1770-1800. S. Natarajan studies these early Calcutta newspapers and the antagonist
relationship they often shared with the official authorities which led to certain restrictions
laid by the Wellesley Regulations. Apart from printing newspapers, certain commissions
on both legal and mercantile advertisements were done. However, most substantial
revenue was generated by the printing of almanacs. Other than official publications, it
was also used for immediate and more practical requirements of the Small European
Community. The local presses suffered immense difficulties due to lack of capacity and
resources. Additionally without the East India Company's sanction for a printer, the
printing press could not go very far. High costs of printing were basically due to the fact
that the equipment had to be imported from Europe
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Newspapers were mainly gave importance in those days. Some significant
weeklies are The India Gazette (Monday), Hickey's Bengal Gazette(Saturday), The
Calcutta Chronicle(Tuesday), The Calcutta Gazette (Thursday), The Asiatic Minor
(Wednesday) and The Recorder (Sunday) .

James Augustus Hicky, a trader, in 1777, assembled the earliest known Calcutta
press and in the same year he was engaged by the East India Company to print their
military bills and batta forms. January 1780 marked the publication of the first Indian
newspaper in any language, the weekly Hicky's Bengal Gazette. Johann Zacharias
Kiernander, a Swedish, after twenty years of evangelical work in Calcutta, he established
the first mission press in the whole of Bengal and Northern India in 1779 with materials
sent by SPCK. In the 1780s however he ventured into the realm of commercial printing
with English almanacs and court writs. This brought him into confrontation with Hicky.
A detailed account of the significance of the rivalry may be found in G. Duverdier : Deux
imprimeurs en proces a Calcutta .

James Augustus Hicky

After 1800, the establishment of the Baptist Mission Press in Serampore and
Fort William College in Calcutta consolidated printing in Bengal. With the sudden rise in
Orientalist learning through figures like William Jones, 19 th Century printing presented
a completely different narrative of empire. In its early days, the print culture in India was
largely restricted to the Anglo-Indian community, which attempted to reproduce the
British style of public debate. Bayly noted that the Indian scholars or pundits already had
their own models of public debate but however the new Western-educated Indian
intelligentsia was receptive to these newer models of debate and discussion. The Sanskrit
Press had some ray of importance.
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In around 1806-07, a Hindu named Babu Ram established a printing machine for the
first time, in Devanagari type at Kidderpore for publishing Sanskrit books. Thomas
Roebuck has acknowledged this in The Annals of the College of Fort William. In 1814-
15, Munshi Lallu Lal, a Gujarati brahmin at Fort William was believed to have acquired
the rights of Babu Ram's Sanskrit Press. Apart from Sanskrit and Hindi texts, Lal made
provision for the publication of Bengali works as well.

Panchanan Karmakar

Charles Wilkins is perhaps the most significant figure in the history of printing in
Bengal. In 1770, he sailed to India where he quickly distinguished himself by showing an
extraordinary proficiency in Persian, Sanskrit and Bengali. In 1778, he was asked by the
Governor General Warren Hastings to prepare the earliest known set of Bengali types. In
December 1778, he was appointed the first superintendent of the Honourable Company’s
Press. The Press began its operations in Malda, and only shifted to Calcutta in 1781,
when Wilkins was appointed the Persian and Bengali translator of the Committee of
Revenue. He printed about thirteen works. He also exemplified how good printing is
actually a collaborative exercise. The well known gem-and-seal engraver Joseph
Shepherd and the Bengali blacksmith Panchanan Karmakar were employed to help him
with the designing types and casting of fonts .
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Kadambini Ganguly and the Upliftment of women : A Boon in the
times of Adversity

- Asmita Kundu, Semester 4

The nineteenth century in Bengal was a time of great intellectual excitement. There was
heated debate among men on matters such as widow burning, child marriage, the status
of women, and the merits and demerits of female education. The intensity and volume of
this debate has diverted inquiry from the extent to which the ultimate objects of the
debate, women, participated in the process of change, or whether their lives were
significantly affected by it.

The nucleus of the new middle class was in Calcutta, the center of British economic and
political activity, although through the colonial administrative system in rural towns it
had a solid mofussil base as well. In the fluid and uncertain social atmosphere of the new
colonial metropolis, the position of women was an additional means of determining
social status. In Calcutta, control over women's behaviour according to orthodox practice
was adhered to with greater rigidity than ever before. Under strictest purdah, women
were confined to the antahpur, or to the "invisibility" of closed carriages when moving
around outside the home. A woman was culturally bonded into her husband's family on
marriage, and were often treated with suspicion and accused of attempting to disrupt filial
and fraternal solidarity. The "intruding" bou avoided becoming a source of tension by
strict observance of the rules governing familial relationships. A woman would move up
in the household hierarchy when a younger bride came, but a surer means of ensuring her
status was by becoming the mother of a son, the progenitor of a link in the patriarchal
system.

In such a scenario of women being considered weak and incompetent, rose the epitome
of women empowerment, a miracle in the times of adversity: Dr. Kadambini Ganguly,
the first practising female doctor in South Asia, who continues to inspire generations
after generations through her ardent mindset and laborious struggle against the prejudiced
norms of the patriarchal society.

An active member of the reformist Brahmo Samaj, Brajakishore Bose was committed to
women's emancipation and set up an early women's organisation in Bhagalpur. In 1876,

15
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his associates were able to persuade him to send Kadambini—his 14-year-old daughter—
to Calcutta, to the progressive Hindu Mahila Vidyalaya, the closest approximation to a
girls' boarding school. Students were taught all subjects, contrary to the prevailing view
that science and mathematics might overload their brain. The school was run by
Dwarakanath Ganguly and other like-minded Brahmos committed to the evolution of the
well-educated, genteel Bengali lady, the bhadramahila.

Bethune School

Along with taking care of her education, she continuously strived to make
education more accessible to women. Her success encouraged Bethune College to
introduce FA (First Arts) and graduate courses in 1883. Kadambini Ganguly became one
of the first female graduates of the University of Calcutta in 1883, along with
Chandramukhi Basu, who joined Bethune College as Lecturer in English and later
became the First Lady Principal of the Institution. Not only in the field of education, but

Kadambini also challenged everything the society deemed acceptable at every step.
16
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life.

17

It was a momentous year for Kadambini as, on 12 June 1883, shortly after entering the
Calcutta Medical College, she married Dwarakanath Ganguly, by now a 39-year-old
widower with six grown-up children. Their marriage caused quite a stir even among the
reformist Brahmo Samaj. The 21-year-old would now have to adjust to a household of
motherless children—the oldest of whom was not much younger than she was—and
combine housewifery with a difficult academic programme. Not an easy task, made more
difficult by a lack of support from Dwarakanath's close friends and associates. However,
they were unfazed and Dwarkanath remained a pillar of strength for Kadambini all his

Chandramukhi Basu Kadambini Ganguly

_He who wanted
all Indian women to be literate

DWARKANATH GANGULY
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Calcutta Medical College in mid-19" Century

Growing up, Kadambini saw young women suffer and often die due to lack of medical
facilities for women. There were no women doctors and male doctors, especially British
doctors, examining women, was a taboo. After graduation, she decided to go to medical
school. And her rickets-affected stepson, Satish's sufferings strengthened her will to be a
doctor.

The road to becoming a doctor was not an easy one for her as a woman. Despite her
merit, the Calcutta Medical College refused to give her admission since there was no
history of Indian women studying there. That time, Dwarakanath Ganguly had also been
campaigning to ensure accommodation and enrolment of female students in Calcutta
Medical College. Finally in 1884, after the couple legally threatened the authorities, they
admitted her to the college. It is a coming-of-age story of the earliest female
emancipations in pre-partition India. Of how one woman smashed the glass ceiling,
shattered all stereotypes and became a trailblazer for generations to come. a girl born in a
small town in India, went on to question patriarchy, smash stereotypes, and in a rare
move, go overseas for higher education. She faced discrimination and rebuke. She was
even called a 'prostitute' in a news magazine. But nothing could stop her from achieving
her dreams and serving humanity till the very end. Thus she stands as an inspiration and
the embodiment of women empowerment for generations to follow.

1886 marked her record as one the first Indian women physician eligible to practice
western medicine alongside Anandi Gopal Joshi. She received her GBMC (Graduate of
Bengal Medical College) degree, allowing her to practice. After graduation, she worked
18
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for only a very short period at the Lady Dufferin Women’s Hospital before deciding to
travel to London in 1892 for further education. Kadambini returned from London with
the prestigious qualifications of Licentiate of the College of Physicians, Edinburg

(LRCP), Licentiate of the College of Surgeons, Glasgow (LRCS), and Licentiate of the

Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons, Dublin (LFPS). She was the only female among
the 14 successful candidates that year and the first Indian woman to achieve such
a rare feat.

Kadambini provoking lecture against the Calcutta Medical College’s practice of not
admitting female candidates at the Medical Conference of 1915 led the university
authorities to amend their policies and open their doors to all female students. Despite
massive outrage, Kadambini didn't hesitate from treating lower caste women and sex-
workers. She was also a part of the Indian National Congress’ first ever female
delegation (women who were selected to vote) in its Sth session. She did not turn down
any of medical calls, until she died on 7th October 1923, unfortunately, before any
medical aid could reach her. It is a coming-of-age story of the earliest female
emancipations in pre-partition India. Of how one woman smashed the glass ceiling,
shattered all stereotypes and became a trailblazer for generations to come. a girl born in a
small town in India, went on to question patriarchy, smash stereotypes, and in a rare
move, go overseas for higher education. She faced discrimination and rebuke. She was
even called a 'prostitute’ in a news magazine. But nothing could stop her from achieving
her dreams and serving humanity till the very end. Thus she stands as an inspiration and
the embodiment of women empowerment for generations to follow.
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Lady Dufferin Hospital
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Rammohan : The Torchbearer of Modern Education

- Trinya Mukherjee, Semester 4.

Nearly 100 years before Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was born in Kathiawar, another
Mohan saw the light of day in Radhanagar, Bengal, Rammohan Roy. The glory of
Mughals was dying down and India was living under the clutches of the British- in
poverty and misery, ridden with evil social practices. Born in this backdrop on May 22,
1772 to Ramkanto Roy, a great scholar of Bengali, Sanskrit, Persian and English
languages who also knew Arabic, Latin and Greek, and Tarini Devi in Radhanagar in the
Hooghly district of Bengal. Among the different versions of his early education, one
states the process began in the village school where his learning on Bengali and Sanskrit
started. Later, he went to a madrasa in Patna where he learnt Persian and Arabic which
was followed by a trip to Kashi where he studied Sanskrit and Hindu holy books like the
Vedas and the Upanishads. He learnt English much later, only in his early 20s. But
Brajendranath Bandopadhyay, who published thirty five essays and articles on
Rammohan’s life, mentions there is no record of either the Patna or the Benaras story.
His father and grandfather also knew Persian as they both served the Nawabs. Roy
supported himself by moneylending, managing his small estates, and speculating East
India Company bonds. Later John Digby said that Roy mastered English language when
he entered his employment in 1805. But he probably started learning it in 1795 as
provided by his reliable biographer, Sophia Dobson Collet. Considered to be the Father
of Indian Renaissance, this multifaceted social, religious and educational reformer is
renowned for his pioneering role in opposing practices like Sati, Child Marriage and
social divisions and for advocating education. He published numerous works on various
subjects including religion and politics between 1810 and 1820. In 1815, he founded
Atmiya Sabha, a philosophical discussion circle of prominent Bengali intellectuals in
Kolkata which used to conduct debate and discussion sessions on philosophical topics
like Hindu Vedantism, orthodox rituals in religion etc

In 1828 Roy founded the Brahmo Samaj, a monotheistic sect of Hinduism in Calcutta
which discarded meaningless rites and rituals and forbade idol worship. As a result of his
hard work in fighting Sati Lord Bentinck formally banned the practice on December 4,
1829.

Roy regarded education as an effective vehicle to achieve social reform and a strong
advocate of introducing western education in India. Rammohan wanted to bring ‘light’
through education in the English language, for the sake of its brilliance, unlike Macaulay,
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who wanted it for mass production of clerks and loyalists for colonial-imperial
machinery. When David Hare along with influential Indians got together to set up Hindu
College(present Presidency College) to impart English education to Indian students,
Rammohan was a part of that initiative.

In 1823, members of the Committee of Public Instruction took the decision to set up
Sanskrit College. Rammohan wrote a letter to Lord Amherst, the Governor-General,
expressing the view that instead of Sanskrit education, the study of modern science and
English education should be introduced in the country. This is a valuable document in the
history of India’s reawakening.

Rammohan is noted for being the first Indian to write directly in English to the Governor-
General of India, Lord Minto, in 1809, and in doing so, he also introduced a new literary
genre- ‘Indian Writing in English’. as B.S. Cohn has interpreted it, ‘in writing to the
Governor-General in the language, style, and manner he did, Rammohan was announcing
to the British ruling class in India that he possessed command of the very language that
was their language of command.” Rammohan wrote significant pieces in English like
translation of Hindu sacred text, the Vedanta in 1816, followed by two Sanskrit
Upanishads. The year 1823 saw nine English works from his pen. His writings cover
several critical issues from spread of English education to rights of women under Hindu
law. He is remarkable for his passionate espousal of progressive causes and his clear
articulation of his arguments.

But the continuous open misgivings of rich orthodox Hindus, antagonized by his
unwavering nationalism, forced him to quit this first major enterprise to introduce
English education. This episode is reported by Hyde East, Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court. Rammohan, however, continued to be on the sidelines of this initiative. In 1822
he set up the Anglo-Hindu school and Vedanta College, a synthesis of western and Indian
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learning in 1826. In 1830, he encouraged Reverend Alexander Duff to set up his General
Assembly Institution that was later to metamorphose into the Scottish Church College of
Kolkata. Roy utilized his Bengali weekly Sambad Kaumudi to air his views on education
and made repeated pleas to the government to expand English education free of cost. He

also began a series of articles on popular science in this paper covering topics like echo,
balloons etc.

Ram Mouan Roy

Letter to Lord Amherst
1823

he establishment of a new Sanskrit School in
Calcutta evinces the laudable desire of Govern-
ment to improve the natives of India by education, a
blessing for which they must ever be grateful...
When this seminary of learning was proposed...
we were filled with sanguine hopes that [it would

employ] European gentlemen of talent and educa- |
ton to instruct the natives of India in Mathematics, "

Natural Philosophy, Chemistry, Anatomy, and other

useful sciences, which the natives of Europe have™

carried to a degree of perfection that has raised
them above the inhabitants of other parts of the
world....Our hearts were filled with mingled feel-
ings of delight and gratitude; we already offered up
thanks to Providence for inspiring the most gener-
ous and enlightened nations of the West with the
,;;o:iou: ambition of planting in Asia the arts and
sciences of Modern Europe.

We find [howewer] that the Government are
establishing a Sanskrit school under Hindu Pandits®
to impart-nuch-knowledge-as-ir-aiready- current-in

Indis-This s&iitinary cin only be cxpcaed to load
the minds 6f yoUH With grammatical niceties and

rietipliyical -distnctiony “of liede~or-nio-pracdeat

“USE 1O Lhe POSSSIIONS. OF-L0. SOCiety. L he- pupils will

here acquire what was known two thousand yeas
4go with the addition of vain and empty subtieties

sifice then produced by speculative men, such ol

already commaonly-eaught ifi &1l parts of India ...
“Neither cati “miuch~ improvenent arise from
such speculations as the following which are the
themes suggested by the Vedanta:® in what manner
is the soul absorbed in the Deity2 What relation
does it bear to the Divine Essence? Nor will youths
be tmed to be better members_of society by the
Vedantic doctrines which teach them to believe,

thar All visible Oiings Have 1o feal existence, that a5

father, brother, etc., have no actual entity, they con-
sequenty-deserve no real affection, and. therefore
thesconer we escape from them and leave the world

[Tlhe Sanskrit system of education would be
the beyr eAlEHIATE 16 KEep tHiN eountey i dariones;
i yach-had-beerr the polity of the Britishr g ilature
But 3 e improvement of the rative population i

“thre phject of the Goverrinent, it will consequently

promote a more liberal and enlightened system of in-
struction; embticing Mathematics, Natural Philos
ophy, Chemistry, Anatosmy, with other iseful sclences.
which_may be accomﬂnhed w:.th the sums. po
posed by employing a few gvml:men of talent and

“jearningeducated 1t Fuirope and providing a Colegs

furnished with necessary books instruments, an

other apparatus. In presenting this subject to you
Lordship, I conceive myself discharging a solema dot

which I owe to my countrymen, and also to tha
enlightened sovereign and legislature which bhav
extended their benevolent care to this distant land
actuated by a desire to improve the inhabitants, ax
therefore humbly trust you will excuse the liberty
have taken in thus expressing my sentiments to yo

... Lordship.

“Pandits: learned teachers

Source: Rammohun Roy, The English Werk: of Raja
Rammiokun Roy (Allahabad, India: Panini Office, 1906
47174

Vndlma a branch of Hindu philosophy:

He was the first visionary in modern India who spoke for the rights of women, strove for
the spread of western education, highlighted the suffering of peasants, fought against
discrimination on the grounds of race and spoke against the oppression by rapacious
officials of ruling establishment. He was, in fact, the first who spoke the language of
plurality and secularism. Rammohan Roy, the father of the Indian Renaissance, was truly

a maker of India-as an idea, a reality and a civilization that is wedded to the principles of
multi-culturalism.
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Tales of Tagore: Rabindranath Tagore and Widow Remarriage.

- Jayosree Adhikari, Semester 6.

The Bengal Renaissance was marked by social, cultural, psychological and
intellectual changes during the 19'" century. Intellectual awakening that took place during
the time of the Bengal Renaissance has been compared to the 16 century European
Renaissance, although the Europeans did not face the challenges of colonialism. In the
case of Bengal Renaissance, there was a questioning of practices such as the burdensome
dowry system, the unjust caste system and the constraints of religious belief. It was
during this time too, that one of Bengal region’s first social movement, The Young
Bengal Movement, came into being that promoted atheism and nationalism as a code of
conduct to level the caste system.

The plight of women was very much visible during the 19" century. Although Sati was
abolished by Raja Rammohan Roy, there appeared a new problem for the women —
widowhood. The social predicaments surrounding a widow, literally harassed the life out
of her. Danger of women did not decrease, istead it increased. Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar, sympathizing with the difficulties of widowhood, made huge efforts which
led to the passing of the Hindu Widow Remarriage act in 1856. Vidyasagar had to face a
lot of opposition from the then conservative Bengali society. In order to prove his point
he even married his son Narayan Chandra to a widow Bhavyasundari.

The Tagore household known as the epitome of modernity welcomed this radical
move. It was Rabindranath Tagore who first welcomed the idea of widow
remarriage.Rabindranath's daughter Renuka died died very young at the age of only 12
years. Son-in-law Satyendranath was sent to to America to get a medical degree by
Rabindranath Tagore. However he did not finish his degree and came back to India
where he opened a dispensary, which also did not last very long. Finding no other way
Rabindranath put him under his wing in Shantiniketan but also could not concentrate in
his job over there

There was a time when he took a break from his responsibility in Shantiniketan.
Satyendranath was not even there for his wife when she was sick and returned back to
Shantiniketan 7 months later after her death. Even after everything, Rabindranath
allowed Satyendranath to work under his wing in Shantiniketan. Rabindranath wanted his
son-in-law to return back to family life and hence arranged for his remarriage. Inspired
by Ashutosh Mukhopadhyay who married her widowed daughter even after several
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opposition from the conservative society, he(Rabindranath Tagore) decided to marry
Satyendranath to Pathuriaghata’s Tagore household's Jyotindra Mohan’s daughter

Chhaya on 18 June 1908.
I A T
t X “ g

) L —

Rabindranath with his son Rathindranath and daughter Renuka.

This marriage would not have been possible without the involvement of Rabindranath
Tagore. In Proshanto Kumar Pal’s “Robi Jiboni” we get to know about how much
involved Rabindranath was. The poet even invited the newly married couple to Jorasako.
He even gifted his dead daughter’s jewellery to Chhaya. Happiness did not last for the
newly married couple very long, Satyendranath died after a few months making Chhaya a
window again. The poet submerged with guilt took upon the responsibility of remarrying
Chhaya. The very next year Chhaya was married to a well known person within the
Brahmo circle, to Nobokanto Chattopadhyay’s son Nolinikanta.

Next marriage took place after a few years and the poet’s own son Rathindranath
was involved in it. Pratima, the daughter of Abanindranath Tagore’s sister Binoyini Devi
grew up in Jorasanko. She has vividly written about her childhood in her memoire
“Sritichitro”. Pratima Devi at the age of 10 was married to Neeradnath Mukhopadhyay’s
son Neelanath in 1903. However after 2 months of their marriage Neela Nath drowned to
death of and Pratima Devi was a spectator of that incident. Pratima Devi returned to
Jorasanko as a widow. Seven years later after this fateful incident, Rathindranath returned
to India after his incomplete study in America. Rabindranath while pondering about his
son’s marriage came across Mrinalini Devi’s wish to make Pratima Devi her daughter-in-
law
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Under the guidance of Rabindranath Tagore, Pratima Devi was able to discover herself in
the true potential possible. She learnt art under Nandalal Bose, studied Italian ‘wet
fresco’ method in Paris and was one of the pivotal influences that shaped Tagore’s dance
dramas in the early years. However it was the same Rabindranath who went to great
lengths to stop a marriage occurring in Allahabad on 31st October 1900. Maharshi
Debendranath Tagore's fourth son Birendranath was not mentally stable and had been
admitted to the psychiatry hospital in Alipore one time. Birendranath even had a son,
Bolendranath,with his wife Prafullamayi Devi.

Pratima Debi.

Bolendranath was married to Allahabad's Farikchad Chattopadhyay's daughter
Sushilata. However Bolendranath died three years after their marriage in August 1899
making Sushilata a widow. With the death of Bolendranath, Prafulla Devi lost their
inheritance and had to pay a rent of hundred rupees in order to stay in
Jorasanko(according to the customs of the Tagore family). Due to this tension, Sushilata
returned to Allahabad where arrangement where being made for her remarriage.
Debendranath Tagore being a staunch disbeliever of widow remarriage sent his son
Rabindranath to stop the the wedding. The wedding was stopped without too much
trouble and Sushilata returned to Jorasanko. At that moment the poet decided to marry
his son to Pratima Devi. The marriage proposal was at first declined by Binoyini Devi
due to societal pressures. However it was Gaganendranath Tagore, father of
Abanindranath and Binoyini Devi who stood by their side and with his involvement the
marriage took place on 27" January 1910.

Under the guidance of Rabindranath Tagore, Pratima Devi was able to discover herself in
the true potential possible. She learnt art under Nandalal Bose, studied Italian ‘wet

43

Created with
PDFBear.com



fresco’ method in Paris and was one of the pivotal influences that shaped Tagore’s dance
dramas in the early years. However it was the same Rabindranath who went to great
lengths to stop a marriage occurring in Allahabad on 31st October 1900. Maharshi
Debendranath Tagore's fourth son Birendranath was not mentally stable and had been
admitted to the psychiatry hospital in Alipore one time. Birendranath even had a son,
Bolendranath,with his wife Prafullamayi Devi.

Balendranath Tagore

The negligence of the poet regarding Sushilota is very much questionable.
Neither did he try to educate her nor did he make any arrangements of her marriage, even
after the death of Debendranath Tagore. The Rabindranath we are aware of, who openly
campaigned for women emancipation, was the same Rabindranath, who, in order to to
abide by his father's order, committed an unfateful act that marked a dark patch in his
name and in the name of the Tagore household.
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Jibansmriti (1912) by Rabindranath Tagore
- Roshni Shaw, Semester 4

Rabindranath Tagore (7 May 1861- 7 August 1941) was a Bengali polymath who
reshaped Bengali literature and music, as well as Indian art with contextual Modernism in
the late 19th and early 20th centures. Author of Gitanjali and its " profoundly sensitive,
fresh and beautiful verse", he became in 1913 the first non- European to win the Novel
Prize in Literature. Tagore's poetic songs were viewed as spiritual and mercurial;
however, his " elegant prose and magical poetry" remain largely unknown outside
Bengal. He is sometimes referred to as "the Bard of Bengal ".

Rabindranath Tagore's "Jibansmriti " or " Remembrance of life " was published in 1912.
In this narrative Rabindranath has painted and accurate portrait of the society of 1860s
and 1874s. "Jibansmriti " reflects the society in which he was brought up. He writes that
he was brought up under the supervision of the servants. In his memoir, he recalled the
rigid customs and norms of the society which was plagued by Orthodoxy. Rabindranath
in his book " Jibansmriti " has told many stories from his childhood. Rabindranath
himself said that "Jibansmriti " is not the history of life, it is a picture of life in his
memory. We come to know about the customs and traditions which were followed in the
Tagore family residence at Jorasanko. He was brought up by a governess in his childhood
and in his adolescent years he had to follow the strict discipline imposed by his teacher at
home. During his childhood while being confined to his own room, he used to watch
the world move around him through the window. "Jibansmriti " has helped us to know
many things about the society of that time lives of many others have been revealed to us
along with a picture of the social lattice. From " Jibansmriti " we come to know that
revolutionary freedom movement were started by Rajnarayan Basu and Jyotirindranath
Tagore at Jorasanko(1860), Nabagopal Mitra in Sankar Ghosh Lane, Kolkata (1870) and
by Tinkori Chattopadhyay in Hooghly.

Rabindranath was almost 60 years old when he wrote "Jibansmriti " and many omissions
and forgetfulness can be noted. There seem to be discrepancies between what was written
by him and actual historical fact. For example: He wrote that he used to be admonished
by a certain servants named shyam. But in reality, Shyam joined the Tagore household
when Rabindranath was a grown up person and not a child anymore. Hence, materials
from "Jibansmriti " should be very closely scrutinized before applying them to construct
proper history.
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Attempts to collect the history of this memory very accurately may fail, but there is an
addiction to looking at pictures. When the path that the traveler is walking or the inn
where he is living is not a picture of that path or that inn, then it is very necessary and
very much more direct. When the need is over, when the traveler crosses over, it becomes
a picture. When you look back at all the cities and fields that have been run through the
rivers and mountains in the morning before entering the fair in the afternoon, you can see
all the pictures in the light of the coming day. When the leisure of looking back at that
picture happened, once he looked at it, the writer’s mind became absorbed in it.

The excitement that was born in the mind is only due to their past life. Of course,
compassion does not go unnoticed. But the picture also has an attraction. It is not entirely
true that Sita’s life was added to the pictures that Lakshman had presented to her in the
first issue of Uttararamcharita for her amusement.

There is nothing in this memoir that deserves to be remembered forever, but it is not the
literature that depends on the dignity of the subject, it is the people who love it if they can
make it feel good. It will be worthy of a place in literature only if it is possible to express
in words what has emerged in the form of images in one’s own memory.

Rabindranath himself said that "Jibansmriti " was not a historical treatise of his life, but
reminiscences of his life sketched from memory. Here he has given a description of the
life and people seen by him at his Jorasanko and Sader street residences. In Jeebonsmriti
we also find an account of how the Tagore family had gone beyond religious reforms and
got themselves deeply involved in nationalism. He observed that externally the Tagore
family seemed to be oriented in English Culture and lifestyle, but deep within, ran a
predominantly strong Indian feeling.

The excitement that was born in the mind is only due to their past life. Of course,
compassion does not go unnoticed. But the picture also has an attraction. It is not entirely
true that Sita’s life was added to the pictures that Lakshman had presented to her in the
first issue of Uttararamcharita for her amusement.

There is nothing in this memoir that deserves to be remembered forever, but it is not the
literature that depends on the dignity of the subject, it is the people who love it if they can
make it feel good. It will be worthy of a place in literature only if it is possible to express
in words what has emerged in the form of images in one’s own memory.

Rabindranath himself said that "Jibansmriti " was not a historical treatise of his life, but
reminiscences of his life sketched from memory. Here he has given a description of the
life and people seen by him at his Jorasanko and Sader street residences. In Jeebonsmriti
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we also find an account of how the Tagore family had gone beyond religious reforms and
got themselves deeply involved in nationalism. He observed that externally the Tagore

family seemed to be oriented in English Culture and lifestyle, but deep within, ran a
predominantly strong Indian feeling.

Jibansmriti and Tagore. ( Tagore art by — Roshni Shaw)
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SIS 7S] 41 20 ST OF FI(Z | SIS 8 O (PRI &S OfT (27 T& 511 0K SFAD FCB ST —
“My Country! In the days of glory pastA beauteous halo circled round thy browAnd worshipped as a deity
thou west ----- Where is thy glory, where the reverence now? “C¥ 1826, I 17 =< AT W(W
CaifTCe) FeeTte ATy ¢ SFORACH S RO e 2 fof ORFEH =Ia STHIed A TR
ST 2SR AR IR ST RO G2 208 STow (GRS | SSTAHNT TR ofey Zefomt

Rationalism T R Literté, Egalité, Fraternit@ 3, 1% FCAT SHCOAR (1S ‘/T‘ﬁ, Utopia, Dystopian
state @ {1 TOTM AT QPTG S[91© T3 [GrMene, a3 F(eT e RN, JFo(FH AI2R
MEFRYG, (T SPIHRA, FBR T QNG NG @D S| 729 PCene & 7ig 1aier o faifenes

Sl BRI IR LA SRl ORI S AR sir fSraiferes Rt szl Yoo Nt oy
ST FHICO2 S[F N TR AR AFS! Sl O3 @i 21 T (F *8 FHC© ol 23 fBrab @3 e
PACO| AN SPGB AT @ 2fS31 S0 (FCeT 1827 fBICH | oM S ICS e
AT @3 (FI W78 F et 11 sRS eI Sfewety ©f 3 231 93 977 fofy 3237 (ofie! R eIt
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G ] RIFICS 36 SR @7 SRS (e Hio* e R~y Icsie SHoihe< g

Tl fRCT Ao (e foTrdT™e - free will free ordination fate faith the sacredness of truth the Hai

duty of cultivating virtue the means of voice the nobility of Patriotism the attributes of God and the
arguments of or against the existence of the deity as these have been set forth in Hume on one side and

Reid, Dugald, Stewart and Brosn on the other, the hollowness of idolatry and the shames of priesthood.
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BRI BIBGT GNP SHCIErs BTG /0 BTCAT=:- The principles and practices of

Hindu religion were openly ridiculed and condemned and Angry disputes were held on moral subject the
sentiments of Hume had been widely diffused and warmly patronised. The acquisition of being irreligious is
not entirely correct the derozian aim was in truth ““ to summon Hinduism to the bar of reason”. When
Derozio was dismissed, the he wrote back,” that I should be called a sceptic and in if it is not surprising as
these names are always given to persons who think for themselves in religion: -+ “=< I SICHTACAT (O
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I (GO 93 (S o7 fRCEWI Andrew sartori ©fF Bengal in Global Concept history ¢ TR~ With
respect to the questions relating to political economy they all belong to the school of Adam Smith. They are
clearly of opinion that the system of monopoly the restraints upon trade, and the international laws of many

countries, do nothing by paralyse the efforts of industry impede the progress of agriculture and manufacture

and prevent commerce from flowing in its natural course. 93 CaTDIF 72 W RS PICaT Landholders society,
British India society, British Indian Association 95 O ARG oo T | 7T foraifene %) ARRSFIa
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The Young Bengal Movement was like a mighty storm that try to sweep away everything before it. It was a

storm that lashed society with violence causing some good, and perhaps naturally some discomfort and

distress. S SICI 6T AR SEFSTSGIE TIF @F MO I [P 93 AR AL 2CAFFSIC TS R0 |
SERFGTGR TIF Fh* 516 PTG oA P G2 OF G119 Qg IR (1 RN 2RISIICe 29 43 optof 3
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"We are assisting at a solemn function the comparing of a new character the character of the modern
conscience on each race and Nation as a member of the world system... from this watchtower of humanity
we seem to hear measureless trade of generations behind and before to witness the universal March and

process an of humanity at the opening of a new era...”
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